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AMERICAN SADDLEBRED HORSE ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

FRIDAY, JULY 7, 2017-12:00 PM DST 
 

An in person meeting of the entire Board of Directors was held on July 7, 2017-12:00 PM at the United 
States Equestrian Federation-USEF. 

1.  CALL TO ORDER-DONNA SMITH 

a. ROLL CALL:  The following ASHA Executive Committee members were in attendance: President, 
Donna Pettry-Smith; Vice President, David Rudder; Secretary, Sandra Currier; Treasurer, David 
Mount. Executive Committee Members, Kristen Cater, Elisabeth Goth and Cheryl Innis. Also 
present and welcome at the meeting were ASHA Board members Candida Covino -Aversenti , 
Allen Bosworth,  Leslie Rainbolt-Forbes, Scott Hagan,  Emily Lee,  Joan Lurie,  Holly Nichols , Evan 
Orr, Jenny Taylor, Kenneth Wheeler Jr. , and Dr. Owen Weaver.  UPHA Executive Director, 
Jennifer Mellancamp;  USEF Senior Director, Lori Nelson; ASHA Past President and H.R. 
Committee Chair, Tandy Patrick;  World's Championship Horse Show Manager, Scarlet Mattson; 
ASHA Representative to the Kentucky State Fair Board, Edward R. Bennett;  Director of Events at 
the Kentucky State Fair, Steve Kelly; ASHA Licensed Officials Committee Chair, Chuck Herbert; 
ASHA Marketing Committee Representative, Jason Gershman;  ASHA Immediate Past President, 
Bob Funkhouser; ASHA Registrar, Lisa Duncan; ASHA Communications and Technology Specialist, 
Cynthia Lowell;  ASHA Media and Marketing Manager, Michelle Krentz; ASHA Executive Director 
Bill Whitley  also present and welcome.  

 
b. ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Motion was made to amend and approve the Agenda with Jennifer 

Mellencamp standing in for Tammy Conatser and adding  time for a declaration of conflict if 
applicable, this was seconded  and carried 

 
c. RATIFY/APPROVAL OF ASHA BOARD & EXEX. COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES:  Motion to 

approve minutes for January 18, 19, 20, and 21, 2017 was made and seconded.  Motion carried. 
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May, June – May 8 approved; Donna asked for corrections, none were made. June 12 minutes 
had not been ratified. Motion to approve, motion made and seconded and carried.   

 
d. DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST:  No one had a conflict of interest to declare. 

 

2.  INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: 

Donna introduced the guests:   

a. Edward R. Bennett 
b. Lisa Duncan 
c. Bob Funkhouser  
d. Jason Gershman 
e. Chuck Herbert 
f. Cynthia Lowell 
g. Steve Kelly 
h. Michelle Krentz 
i. Jennifer Mellencamp 
j. Lori Nelson 
k. Tandy Patrick 
l. Scarlett Mattson 
m.  Bill Whitley 
 

3. WCHS REPORT:    

David Rudder gave his report. The Kentucky  State Fair Board approved 12 members, 7 of which are  
voting members , with  3 representatives from ASHA (Elisabeth Goth,  David Rudder,  Bret Day) 3 
representatives from UPHA ( AHHS, Maureen Campbell; ARHPA, Melissa Moore; John Conatser )  
Kentucky State Fair  President and CEO Jason Ritenberry;  the In House Committee Chair, Marshall Cole; 
Executive Director of Exhibitions, Steve Kelly; Horse Show Manager, Scarlett Mattson; ASHA Executive 
Director, Bill Whitley; and ASHA Advisory Board Member, Edward R. Bennet. 
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  To start off, the terms on the Board are for 1-year, 2-year and 3-year durations.  

 Steve Kelly spoke about his place on the committee and gave his report.  All of the stall floors and 
roadways around the outside barns have been leveled. Each entrance gate will have dedicated lanes for 
pass holders and pre-purchased tickets. The gate by The Courtyard Hotel will be open again this year for 
exhibitor entry. Golf carts will not be allowed on the sidewalks or walkways. The WCHS has been added 
to the KY State Fair App. Mr. Kelly thinks things are looking good.     

 Scarlet Mattson let us know the online entries have started coming in and she has between 500-600. 
She is hoping next year more people will take advantage of this option. At this point there are 
approximately 1,330 entries keyed in.  

4. WCHS JUDGES COMMITTEE REPORT: 

Jenny Taylor and Kristen Cater gave their report on the WCHS Judges selection criteria.  Handouts 
detailing the judge’s selection criteria were distributed and the material in that handout was discussed.    
Kristen said panels of judges need to respect each other and be cohesive. She outlined the balance of 
demographics and skills that need to be represented in the judges. The group discussed and agreed. 
There was a motion made and seconded, which carried to the effect that there would be 3 panels of 
judges presented to the ASHA Board. The vote will be done by email. 

5.  LICENSED OFFICIALS PROGRAM REPORT: 

Chuck Hebert discussed the Licensed Officials Program. He said that the New Orleans Judges Clinic ran at 
a loss ($ 10,798.71) and proceeded to lay out setting up a pathway for promotion of licensed officials or 
judges. Chuck Herbert is looking into acquiring financial support from USEF. Also, there is the possibility 
of offering an auditor’s option. This may entice more participants and help financially. Having William 
Woods host the clinics would also help out financially.   Webinars are currently used, but the last one 
with 29 attendees ran into problems with lack of bandwidth and buffering.   The discussions ended with 
a consensus that the judge candidates need to work with a mentor judge and to have a score of 85 or 
not be accepted as judges. ASHA would like to pursue hiring an employee and will ask USEF if Chuck 
Walker would be able to help us... Donna asked about a Motion whereas ASHA will reach out to USEF 
concerning our taking over the American Saddlebred licensed Officials program. And also joining forces 
with the Hackney and Roadster Divisions. The Motion was made   and seconded . The Motion carried. A 
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committee was formed to help plan the clinics with Chuck Herbert as the Chair and Kristen Cater, Sandra 
Currier, Elisabeth Goth and David Mount, are members of this committee. 

6.  UPHA UPDATE:  Executive Director Jennifer Mellencamp gave the report. Upha is currently working 
on writing a code of ethics.  The UPHA Board voted to move forward with ASHA on developing 
educational videos. UPHA will be promoting an open barn day in the spring of 2018. She would like an 
ASHA Board member to help with the planning of this.. UPHA will also be helping with the meet and 
greet booth at the World's Championship show. She would like help from ASHA with this also.  The 
Learning Center will be up and running at this show. Plans are under way for the American Royal Horse 
Show. The Hale Arena ring will be larger than the Kemper arena ring Tables around the arena will be 
sold.  The Exceptional Challenge Culp Riding program committee is working on new rules that will 
encourage more entries.  The UPHA/ASHA Convention will be January 30, 2018- February 3, 2018.  The 
UPHA Board of Directors voted to join forces with the Arabian Horse Assoc. on an extraordinary rule 
change proposal.  This change would prohibit non- participants from filing a protest.  A Roadster Classic 
will be held at The Royal.  

7.  USEF PROGRAM: 

Lori Nelson presented the report on the USEF Lite program. She discussed an agreement with the 
American  Saddlebred Horse Association. There were discussions about fairness and promotional 
concerns with the program. Protections were discussed as well. Motion was made to work on this issue  
and seconded . The Motion carried. The vote will be made by email. Further discussion of the agreement 
will be made at future meeting. Lori touched on a Memorandum of Understanding Between USEF, Inc. 
and the ASHA. It was agreed to table this until the next meeting. 

8.  THE STALLION SWEEPS REPORT: 

Jenny Taylor reported the online ticket sales have started. Jenny  referred to the  financial report. There 
is $35,121.85 in the bank from last year’s sales. $25,000.00 will be awarded in the Yearling class at the 
WCHS. Questions were asked and discussed briefly. 

9.  AMERICAN SADDLEBRED REGISTRY REPORT: 

Lisa Duncan gave us the Registry report. 
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 Registrations for May 2016                522 

Registrations for May 2017               632 

 For an increase of                                110 

Transfers for May 2016                       1.327 

Transfers for May 2017                        1,338 

For an increase of                                  11 

Breeder's Medallions, to be awarded at the WCHS  will be sponsored by Equide Insurance this year.  

 

10.  HORSE SHOW ONLINE REPORT: 

Cynthia Lowell is setting up and testing membership verification on  Horse shows online. The horse show 
secretaries that are using it are very enthusiastic about it. 

11.  TRIPLE CROWN CHALLENGE REPORT---DONNA 

Michelle Krentz was not available for her report, so Donna gave the report.  As of this morning over 
$44,00.00 had been raised. $6,900.00 has been collected in sponsorships. At this point there  is $ 
6,100.00 in expenses. Michelle is encouraging everyone to use Crowdrise to sponsor their favorite rider. 

12.  NOMINATION OF DIRECTORS TIMELINE—KRISTEN CATER: 

 

 

 

 



 
4083 Iron Works Parkway 
Lexington, KY 40511 
859-259-2742 | Fax: 859-259-1628 

 
 

 



 
4083 Iron Works Parkway 
Lexington, KY 40511 
859-259-2742 | Fax: 859-259-1628 

 
 

Questions were addressed and comments made.  Voting was encouraged. 

13.  MEMBERSHIP UPDATE—BILL WHITLEY WITH THE MEMBERSHIP UPDATE: 
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14.  MARKETING & CHARTER CLUB REPORTS—ALLEN BOSWORTH AND JASON GERSHAMN:                                                                               



 
4083 Iron Works Parkway 
Lexington, KY 40511 
859-259-2742 | Fax: 859-259-1628 

 
 

Allen Bosworth did a PowerPoint presentation with a marketing guest, Jason Gershman.  

 



 
4083 Iron Works Parkway 
Lexington, KY 40511 
859-259-2742 | Fax: 859-259-1628 

 
 

 



 
4083 Iron Works Parkway 
Lexington, KY 40511 
859-259-2742 | Fax: 859-259-1628 

 
 

 



 
4083 Iron Works Parkway 
Lexington, KY 40511 
859-259-2742 | Fax: 859-259-1628 

 
 

 



 
4083 Iron Works Parkway 
Lexington, KY 40511 
859-259-2742 | Fax: 859-259-1628 

 
 

 



 
4083 Iron Works Parkway 
Lexington, KY 40511 
859-259-2742 | Fax: 859-259-1628 

 
 

 



 
4083 Iron Works Parkway 
Lexington, KY 40511 
859-259-2742 | Fax: 859-259-1628 

 
 

 



 
4083 Iron Works Parkway 
Lexington, KY 40511 
859-259-2742 | Fax: 859-259-1628 

 
 

 

 

Alan Bosworth brought us up to date on the 90 second informational videos that are being put together.  
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15. FINANCIAL UPDATE—DAVID MOUNT & BILL WHITLEY: 

a. ASHA Audit Presentation. – William Carroll, CPA with Strothman + Co.  gave us the 
independent auditors report. “In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present Fairly, 
in all material respects, the financial position of the Association as of December 31, 2016 and 2015, and 
the changes in its net assets and in its cash flows for the years ended in accordance with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States."   

B. Raymond James Investments – Rob Brewer gave us an overview of the ASHA accounts.  A 
motion was made to approve the amended IPS.  There was a second and this motion passed A  4:22 
pm EST  the Board moved into executive session. 

Executive Session       

Adjourn 
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